Fort Collins Chapter "%
Newsletter

Vol. 2011
Your local resource for outdoor adventure No. 8

SINCE i912

Wildflowers are not the only sources of summertime color in the Colorado outdoors (photo by April
Whicker - see more photos by April on pg. 5).
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Annual Dinner, Elections and Upcoming Trips

Howdy

August and the summer of 2011
are rapidly coming to a close.
Hopefully you have been able to
get out and enjoy the moun-
tains, trails, lakes, streams,
rocks, woods, animals, flowers,
and weather.

As we move through the second
half of the year a couple of an-
nual projects move up the prior-
ity list: 1) The annual dinner
and program are being put to-
gether for November 19" by the
Program Committee under
Kevin
Mark your calendars now! 2)
Annual elections for new Fort
Collins Group Council Members.
To start this process we need
people on the nominating com-
mittee. Per our bylaws, each
council member may only serve
three consecutive years and
then they are term-limited. Thus
the positions of Group Chair and
Leadership & Safety Chair need
new people for 2012. Please let
me know i f 0
the nominating committee or are
interested in one of the term-

Chair’s Corner

Mc Car t ney 0 lanitdd positioesr s hi p .

Mike Smiley, Activities Chair,
organized a trip leader planning
session at the City of Fort
Collinsd6 Pri
gust 4™, Thank you Mike! Plans
for several trips were hatched
among the leaders present.
Everyone enjoyed the beautiful
Primrose Studio facility and set-
ting as well.

y 0 u 6 d Trip ieddars, weaould ase some

more activities on the schedule.
In particular, it would be great to

mr o s

schedule some additional A and
B trips for weekends. The third
Friday Trips fill up fast too, so
figure out a trip to offer on a
third Friday and get it on the
schedule before someone else
does.

Hi king around t
the stands of pine beetle kill
grow, the noxious weed leafy
spurge infest new areas, wild
flowers blooming along streams
that are normally dry this time of
year, and the days getting a little
bit shorter, if not cooler (yet).
The Colorado environment con-
tinues to chang
have control over all of these
changes, they d
members of the Colorado Moun-
tain Club, from getting out to see
what the Colorado outdoors has
wofféfrt udi o on Au-

See you on the trail.
Play and Think Hard!
York, The Red Lion

Chair, Fort Collins Group, Colo-
rado Mountain Club

Share your
summer
experiences
with
others

email John - jgw31l1@hotmail.com

By putting
them in the
Fort Collins
Group News-

letter
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Middle St. Vrain

July 12 2011

AR o

On July 12 Art Leissa led a group of nine on a hike up the Middle St. Vrain valley.
He had not been up it since 1962, and the trails had changed somewhat in the
meantime! They followed one trail for four miles up the valley on the north side of

the stream. This picture shows the group crossing a slope (by trail) on the way
(photo by Art Leissa)
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There was a lot of water lying around from the recently melting snow, which
made the trip more difficult. But here the group is at the west end of the trail,

where it crosses the Middle St.Vrain river on a sturdy bridge to meet a

iroado (4WD trail) going bPctrkd fomkfttof our m
right are: Art Leissa, Maryann Babbs, Patty Kroesen, Bob Babbs, Trudi Leissa,

Lisa Angell, Betsy Munson and Bob Huey. Dennis Kovatch was behind the

camera. The firoado was fulDemrfi g odessc rainbkde swait te
road/ ri ver / Atarle painsatsidessteand gushed across it, and the

group had to protect each other in crossing it (photo by Art Leissa).
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Sandbeach Lake

July 31, 2011

On July 31st, Laurie Folladori and Linda Brisbane
led a hike to Sandbeach Lake. The other partici-
pants were Ann Hunt and Bruce Hollenbaugh.
Warm temperatures and partly cloudy skies al-
lowed the group to spend a pleasant hour at the
lake. Considering it was the end of July, the flow-
ers were quite beautiful and included coral root
(which has no chlorophyll) and elephant head
(photos by Laurie Folladori).
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Summer on a Smaller Scale

Summer, which was at least a month late arriving in the high country, is now in full swing. After
record-breaking snowfalls during the winter and spring, trails are finally dry, streams have mel-
lowed, and wildflowers are out in profusion. Now is the time to catch up on those long-postponed
hikes and to get up where the air is cool and clear. If you take the time to slow down and look
closely you may see some of the small/l but col
warm season (all photos by April Whicker).
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