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Inside  

Ward Whicker and Steve Dielman make the most of snow conditions that are still marginal on the 
forested slopes above Zimmerman Lake on December 20 (Wullschleger). 
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Howdy, 
 
If you missed attending the An-
nual Dinner we elected a new 
Group Council. Starting on Janu-
ary 1st, 2012 the following mem-
bers continue or start these roles: 
 
Chair: Don Carpenter 
Treasurer: Bob Link 
Secretary: Linda Brisbane 
Activities: Mike Smilie 
Safety & Leaders: Eric Erslev 
Membership & PR: Scott  
Farquhar 
Programs: Kevin McCartney 
Mountain Hiking School: David 
Wasson 
Newsletter: John Wullschleger 
Immediate Past Chair: York 
 
Thank you to Art Leissa, Ward 
Whicker, and Paul Weber for 
serving on the nominating com-
mittee and recruiting this council 
to guide our group in 2012. 
Please congratulate these folks 
when you see them out and 
about. My three years as Chair is 
quickly winding down. I look for-
ward to working with the new 
Council to help get them started. 
 
During the Annual Meeting we 
also honored two school leaders 
who are retiring: Dean Allison 
from the Rock Leading School 
and Steve Martin from the Basic 
Mountaineering School. Both 
leaders provided many members 
with the opportunities to learn not 
only mountaineering skills, but 
more about themselves as they 
became more confident in the 

outdoors. Thank you Dean and 
Steve for all of your teachings. All 
of our schools need more instruc-
tors, so if you are interested in 
helping, please speak up. 
 
A big THANK YOU to Kevin 
McCartney and his committee 
(particularly Bruce Hollenbaugh) 
for putting the Annual Dinner/
Meeting along with the program 
together for the rest of us to en-
joy. It was one of the largest turn-
outs for this event in several 
years. Jonathan Waterman 
enlightened us all about the state 
of the Colorado River. Most im-
portantly it was a great event for 
reconnecting with members who 
don't always make the same out-
ings together. 
 
It has also been almost three 
years since the printed trip 
schedule ceased publication. 
One of the side-effects has been 
the removal of the publishing 

deadline that drove planning trips 
four or five months in advance. 
The demise of this deadline al-
lows leaders more last minute 
flexibility but also tends to result 
in fewer trips in the schedule over
-all. I encourage all leaders to put 
in trips at least six weeks in ad-
vance to allow members to plan 
ahead to attend. 
 
Personally I'm looking forward to 
getting some alpine turns in at 
some of the ski resorts and 
breaking out the snowboard as 
well. Most of the ski areas are 
now open, but I have not been up 
yet because of other commit-
ments. But soon :-) 
 
I'd like to name and thank every-
one that has helped keep the 
club running smoothly during the 
last three years. Unfortunately, 
I'm sure I'd miss naming some 
people if I tried to list them here. 
So let me just say Thank You to 
all of our volunteers, our leaders, 
and to you our members for giv-
ing us a reason to have a Colo-
rado Mountain Club Group in the 
first place. Keep getting out in the 
mountains to explore, hike, ski, 
snowshoe, climb, bike, and gen-
erally have fun. 
 
See you on the trail. 
 
Play and Think Hard! 
 
York, The Red Lion 
Chair, Fort Collins Group, CMC 

New Officers and Scheduling Trips  
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Walking off the Pie  

Linda Brisbane led a post-Thanksgiving hike to Bobcat Ridge on November 25th.  The group from 
left to right, consisted of Laurie Folladori (shadow only),  Patricia Rettig, Bruce Hollenbaugh, Lucy 
Johns, Linda Brisbane, and Ronald Zais. 

Editors Note:  Another installment 
in an intermittent series on lesser 
known peaks.  Steve Martin will 
be leading this trip again on Feb-
ruary 25th, 2012,.  Please contact 
Steve if you are interested in par-
ticipating! 
 
Steep Mountain,  
Elevation: 9,538' 
Starting Point: Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Hallowell Park 
Trailhead, at 8,180'  
Rountrip distance: 2.4 Miles  
Elevation gain: ~1,300'  
 
Emerald Mountain 
Elevation: 9,237' 
Starting Point: Rocky Mountain 
National Park, Bear Lake Bus 

Transfer Parking Lot, at 8,600'  
Elevation Gain: ~700'  
Roundtrip distance: ~1.6 Miles  
 
Participants: Bob Dietz, Jeff 
Eisele, Eric Erslev, Terri Gerard, 
Frederique Grim, Joe Grim, 
Laura Hiebenthal, Laura Hinds, 
Steve Martin, Carolyn Randall, 
Jaimie Robinson, Kristina Sowar, 
Tom Stuve. 
 
Carolyn and I had been up these 
peaks in the winter before; we 
looked forward to sharing them 
with friends and new acquaintan-
ces. On clear days, views of the 
surrounding higher peaks of the 
park are stunning from the tops of 
Emerald and Steep, and we had 

hoped for one of these days.  
Alas, weather was murky for the 
majority of both climbs, and the 
greyness rarely lifted.  When it 
did, we were permitted only short
-to-mid-distance glimpses of the 
mighty mountains around us. In 
fact, we felt fortunate that from 
the summit of Steep we actually 
saw our next objective, Emerald 
�± and from Emerald we were 
briefly treated to sightings and 
photo opportunities of Steep 
Mountain.  
 
Because large portions of the 
routes go through forested cover, 
we were protected from the 
winds, which were somewhat 
serious that day. When we broke 

Trip Report: Steep and Emerald Mountains 


