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Fall colors seen along the trail on a September hike into Wild Basin (Laurie Folladori)
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Annual Dinner and New Council Positions

Howdy and welcome to the No-
vember Newsletter.

The variable fall weather is here
making excursions outside inter-
esting and in the mountains,
even more so. Be prepared but
get out and play.

Saturday, Nov. 19th is the An-
nual Dinner/Meeting and | hope
to see everyone there. Besides
the program, we'll be voting on
the nominees for the 2012 Fort
Collins Group Council positions.
The nominating committee of Art
Leissa, Ward Whicker, and Paul
Weber have put together a great
slate of candidates for us to con-
sider.

Governance of any organization
takes time and energy and we
are fortunate to have members
willing to step up to help. Start-
ing in January, I'll be the imme-
diate past chair of the group.

Our by-laws wisely contain three
-year term limits on each posi-

Chair’s Corner

tion. As the immediate past
chair, I'll still be working with the
new Chair and Council to facili-
tate the transition. New people
in the board positions help keep
the direction of the club fresh
and vibrant. If you are interested
in one day helping on the group
board, volunteer to help the cur-
rent person in the position so
you can get a feel for what the
job entails.

As the days get shorter it is easy
to forget about going outside.
But the full moon of the last few
nights has been wonderful and |
hope you were able to get out
enjoy it.

On Nov. 15th the group trip
leaders met to plan outings, pick
co-leaders, chat, and otherwise
inspire each other. You should
see many new snowshoe hikes,
cross-country ski trips, downhill
ski / snowbarding excursions
and the like hitting the schedule
anytime now. Sign up early to
make sure you get to partici-
pate.

If there is information that you'd
like to see on the FortCMC.org
webpage that is not there,
please let myself or other board
members know. We want our
webpages to be useful and fun
for you and your friends.

Get out and play!

York, The Red Lion
Chair, Fort Collins Group, CMC

Fort Collins Chapter Annual Dinner
Saturday, November 19th

The Fort Collins Group Annual
Dinner will be held on Saturday,
November 19 starting at 6:00 PM
at the Lodge at MacKenzie
Place. The dinner details along
with the reservation form can be
found on the club website http://
fortcmc.org/. The reservation
deadlines are November 3
(discount) and November 10
(final).

The program following the dinner
will feature Jonathan Waterman,
who is a notable Colorado pho-

tographer, writer, and adven-
turer. Jonathan will be speaking
about a source-to-sea journey of
the Colorado river. He will be
selling and signing his books
prior to the dinner and after his
talk.

Here is his biography from his
website http://
jonathanwaterman.com/:

Jonathan Waterman started
shooting photographs on his ex-
peditions three decades ago, but

also found his calling and is prin-
cipally known as a writer. He has
starred in and written films for

television, inc
Challengeodo (PBS
ASurviving Dena

AOdyssey Among
2000), and ANWR Trek (PBS
2007).

He's mostly known for his time
exploring the North, detailed in
six of his eleven books and in
journals such as the Washington
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Post, Adventure, Hooked On the
Outdoors, Outside, Backpacker,
Climbing, and Rock and Ice.

In 2007, he turned his focus to
the rivers of the Southwest, be-
ginning with an arduous journey

and research project on the Colo-

rado River, and in 2011, with a
photographic investigation of 16

drying rivers from the Rio Grande

to the Tijuana. To support his
work, he has received three
grants from the National Geo-

graphic Society Expeditions
Council as well as numerous
foundations.

-Kevin McCartney

September in Wild Basin

On Sunday, Sept 25, Linda Bris-
bane and | led an aspen hike
from the Wild Basin TH in
RMNP. It was a beautiful day
and everyone enjoyed the aspen
viewed from across the valley as
well as up close. It was a fairly
easy six-mile hike and probably
one of the best aspen hikes I've

ever been on. There were also
great views of Longs, Meeker,
and an up-close look at Calypso
Cascades.

Participants from left to right, in
the picture at upper right

are: Rick Inglis, Janet Larsen,
Paul Weber, Linda Brisbane,

Barb HIll, Eileen Edelman, and
Bruce Hollenbaugh. In the last
picture, you can see the aspen
growing back in an area that was
burned by the Ouzel Fire thirty
years ago.

- Laurie Folladori
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Two More Unheralded Peaks:
3S/ILIJIKWQLQJ’

Rick Inglis, York, Terri Gerard, Greg Brown and Joan Avens enjoy the summit of "Lightning" Peak, one
of two unofficially named peaks near Estes Park climbed on October 1

Editors Note: This is another in a
series of articles about ascents of
some of Col orado
summits.

Recent newsletter articles have
highlighted the challenges and
joys of climbing some of the more
remote, seldom-climbed peaks in
Rocky Mountain National Park

( RMNP) . ALightn
AThunder o Peaks
mote, and yet they are so poorly
known generally that their names
are not even officially-recognized
on topographic maps. Appar-
ently, these summits, just south
of the YMCA facility near Estes
Park, were unofficially christened
many years ago by the staff of

l

the facility, and the names have
persisted within the local commu-
nitys While sosvery high moodisn
tant from a trailhead, these peaks
offer very interesting terrain, strik-
ing geological features, route-
finding challenges, and superb
views of RMNP. They can be
climbed with a relatively short-

dayds effort,
agrongldo and
are not so re-

On October 1 of this year, our
group of six started this hike at
the East Portal trailhead, which
starts at the end of Highway 66
southwest of Estes Park. After
only about % mile on the Wind
River Trail, we crossed the small
brook with the same name and

e stkeeidgelinedill reaghing an &le-

STKXQGH

hiked off-trail parallel to the east
fork of the brook for about an-
other %2 mile. At a convenient
point, we started up the north-
west ridge | eadi
Peako. -dth duskewvhack- |
ing started in earnest, although
for the most part, it was not par-
ticularly difficult. We stayed on

vation of about
point, at the prior suggestion of
Steve Martin, we veered slightly
east of the ridgeline to avoid vari-
ous false summits and large rock
outcrops. Continuing to traverse
slowly upward on northeast fac-
ing terrain, and staying few hun-
dred yards below the ridgeline,
we eventually found ourselves
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